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MESSAGE 
 
 
Occasion  : GREAT COMMISSION CONFERENCE (GCC) 
Date  : November 29, 2016 
 

TITLE  : WHAT WE SHOULD APPRECIATE AS A PEOPLE OF GOD 
Text/s  : 
 
2 Thess 1:11 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all 
the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:16 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible reading : 
 
1 Cor 12:4-14:26 
 
4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 
10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 
11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 
12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are 
one body: so also is Christ. 
13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond 
or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 
14 For the body is not one member, but many. 
15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 
16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the 
smelling? 
18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 
19 And if they were all one member, where were the body? 
20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 
21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no 
need of you. 
22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 
23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more 
abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 
24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more 
abundant honour to that part which lacked: 
25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for 
another. 
26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it. 
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 
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28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 
29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 
30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 
31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 
13 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 
6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 
11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things. 
12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know 
even as also I am known. 
13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 
14 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy. 
2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. 
3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. 
4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. 
5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth 
than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying. 
6 Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to 
you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? 
7 And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the 
sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped? 
8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? 
9 So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is 
spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. 
10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. 
11 Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he 
that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me. 
12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the 
church. 
13 Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret. 
14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful. 
15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 
16 Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say 
Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 
17 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 
19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 
20 Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be 
men. 
21 In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for 
all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 
22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying 
serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 
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23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there 
come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? 
24 But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he 
is judged of all: 
25 And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, 
and report that God is in you of a truth. 
26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a 
tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 
KJV 
 
Song/s  : 
 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
2 Thess 1:11 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all 
the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:16 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 

Eph 3:17-21 
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; 
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God. 
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us, 
21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:9-10 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that 
ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:30 
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption: 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 1:11 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
KJV 

 
 
 
 



4 
 

A) The Calling of God (The Ekklesia as a people called of God) 
 
2 Thess 1:11 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:4 
4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 2:12 
12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. 
KJV 
 
 

 Election is both individual and corporate. 
 
Rom 9:11-21 
 
11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 
12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 
13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 
16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 
17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might 
shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 
18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 
20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that 
formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour? 
KJV 
 

 The Ekklesia is chosen body of people 
 
John 15:16-19 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you. 
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 
18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 2:14 
14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 2:13 
13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 
KJV 
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2 Tim 1:8-10 
8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou 
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; 
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 
10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 12:18 
18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 
KJV 
 
 

B) The Good Pleasure of His Goodness (The Ekklesia as a people who can fulfill what conforms to God’s 
good pleasure) 
 
2 Thess 1:11 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
KJV 
 
 
1 Cor 12:18 
18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 
KJV 
 

 The Ekklesia as a body of people, is exclusively established for the fulfilment of what gives Him 
pleasure 
 
Eph 1:5-6 
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, 
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
KJV 
 
 

 The Ekklesia is a body of people exclusively given the privilege of being able to do what gives 
Him pleasure or what pleases Him 
 
What things please God? 
 
1 John 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in his sight. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 4:1 
4 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye 
have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and 
more. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:7 
7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 
KJV 
 

o Faith and Utterance – Preaching 
o Knowledge – Teaching 
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o Diligence – Ruling 
o Exhortation – love 
o Grace of giving - giving 

 
Rom 12:6-8 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that 
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
KJV 
 

o The foolishness of preaching pleases Him 
 

1 Cor 1:21 
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:6 
 whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 
KJV 
 
o Gospel preaching and sharing pleases God 

 
1 Thess 2:4 
4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 
KJV 

 
o Being fruitful in every good work (or ministering) pleases Him 
o Increasing in the knowledge of God (or teaching) pleases Him 
o Being strengthened through all patience and longsuffering with joy (or diligence) 

pleases him 
o Being thankful always (or shoewing mercy) pleases Him 

 
Col 1:10-12 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with joyfulness; 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light: 
KJV 
 

o Giving sacrificially pleases Hinm 
Phil 4:18 
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things 
which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, 
wellpleasing to God. 
KJV 
 

o Doing good and communicating (sharing and distributing pleases God 
 
Heb 13:16 
16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased. 
KJV 
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o Obedience pleases God 
 
Col 3:20 
20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 

o Not being entangled in the affairs of this life 
 

2 Tim 2:4 
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may 
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 
KJV 

 
 

 The Ekklesia being the pillar and ground of truth can definitely please God 
 
Heb 11:6 
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
KJV 

 
 
Rom 8:8-9 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 4:1 
1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have 
received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more. 
KJV 
 
Heb 11:5 
5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had 
translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 
KJV 
 
 
1 John 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in his sight. 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:22 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in his sight. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:9-12 
9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 
10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 
KJV 
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C) The Work of Faith with Power (The Ekklesia as a body of people which does the work of faith with 
power) 
 
2 Thess 1:11 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
KJV 
 
The Ekklesia works 
 
Eph 1:18-23 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of 
his mighty power, 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in 
the heavenly places, 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:3 
3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 2:13 
13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which 
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which 
effectually worketh also in you that believe. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:6 
6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ: 
KJV 


